GEOG 306

Geography of Canada

What is Canada? Who are Canadians? Would everyone
agree on the answers to these questions? Would the
answers change over time and space? Why so such
guestions matter? The course goes beyond a mere
description of the physical geography of this vast country,
and delves into the imagined and contested national
identity, and as a place of diverse regions. We will begin
with an overview of the country’s physical setting and
implications for those who live, work, and play there. We
then turn to explore the different imaginaries, myths, and
ideologies deployed as attempts to create and define the
country in a specific way. Finally, we will explore the
regional identities as well as Canada’s image abroad.
Through readings and discussion we will examine the key
issues facing Canadians today and in the past. During our
interrogation of the conceptions of Canada, we will not be
unconsciously patriotic nor cynically traitorous. Instead
we will attempt to understand new ways of seeing
“Canada” and being “Canadian”.

Instructor: Jennifer Mateer Couse Schedule:
jmateer@uvic.ca

Monday: 2:30-3:30 DSBC118

Office Hours: M 12:30-2:30
in room David Turpin

Building (DTB) B208 Thursday: 2:30-3:30 DSBC118

Wednesday: 2:30-3:30 DSBC118




Course Policies

Collegial Respect: Do your part to ensure a classroom environment conducive to learning. Arriving late,
talking, texting, surfing the internet etc. all disrupt the flow of the class and may impact your participation
grade. Be respectful to the instructor and colleagues. Being at university is a unique privilege. Be sure to
make the most of it!

Late / Missing Work:  If for a legitimate reason (e.g. verifiable serious iliness or family emergency) you
must miss the midterm/exam/assignment deadline you must notify the instructor before writing to make
alternative arrangements. Failure to do so will result in a zero. Your required hand-in assignments will be
accepted up to three days after the due date with a 10% penalty applied per day. Extensions will only be
granted ahead of the deadline and with a doctors note or equivalent.

Accessibility:  Students with diverse learning styles and needs are welcome in this course. In particular, if
you have a disability/health consideration that may require accommodations, please feel free to approach
me and/or the Resource Centre for Students with a Disability (RCSD) as soon as possible. The RCSD staff
are available by appointment to assess specific needs, provide referrals and arrange appropriate
accommodations http://rcsd.uvic.cal.

Email: The Instructor receives a high volume of emails and may not always be able to respond in less than
24 hours, be sure to plan ahead, read the syllabus closely and/or ask peers for clarification.

Withdrawal: For information regarding withdrawal from class, please see:
http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2014/FACS/Unin/UARe/With.html for dates and other information.

Academic Integrity: Please review

NOTE: No Audio or Video recordings of Lectures permitted without the instructor’s prior
written permission.



http://www.stas.uvic.ca/osd
http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2014/FACS/UnIn/UARe/PoAcI.html



http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2014/GRAD/FARe/Grad.html
http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2014/GRAD/FARe/Grad.html




Course Experience Survey (CES)

| value your feedback on this course. Towards the end of term, as in all other courses at UVic, you
will have the opportunity to complete an anonymous survey regarding your learning experience
(CES). The survey is vital to providing feedback to me regarding the course and my teaching, as well
as to help the department improve the overall program for students in the future. The survey is
accessed via MyPage and can be done on your laptop, tablet, or mobile device. | will remind you and
provide you with more detailed information nearer the time but please be thinking about this
important activity during the course.

The University of Victoria is committed to promoting, providing and protecting a positive and safe
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